[The role of genetic and environmental factors in the etiology of esophageal atresia and tracheo-esophageal fistula].
Esophageal atresia and tracheo-esophageal fistula are severe congenital malformations, whose etiology is still poorly understood. So far, numerous genetic and environmental factors that may contribute to the occurrence of these defects have been described and the literature is dominated by the view of their common involvement in the etiology and pathogenesis of congenital esophageal atresia. In this review the authors present current knowledge on the embryogenesis of the esophagus and trachea, discuss environmental risk factors, and also list and describe genetic alterations identified so far in patients with congenital esophageal atresia.